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Founder President’s
Message
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Jiji Thomson IAS (Retd.)
Golfingly yours
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 President’s Messege

Suman Billa IAS

Golfingly yours
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Annual Reports 
Presented by 
Secretary
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Refurbishment Works

Pic. 1

Pic. 2

Pic. 4

Pic. 3
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Our Old Machinery Shed was redone and 
converted to M E P and Ladies Staff Rooms.
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The Recep�on and Office Room were spruced up

A new Trophy Showcase was provided in the President/Secretary’s Room with Table Top Cabinets 
and Book Shelf for keeping the Office Records and Golf related Books.    
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GOLFERS MEET

A Golfers Mee�ng was held on 14-10-2021 to discuss bout the progress of the Up-Grada�on Works

A 5 Lac litre Sump with Machinery Shed and Computer Control Room were constructed near the 4th 
Fairway as part of the Up-gradation process for collecting ETP water from HLL Perrorkada factory. The 
work started on 15 th January 2019 and was completed on 15th September 2020.    

Sump
UP-GRADATION OF GOLF COURSE
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The re-tarring of internal road  was done on 26-06-2020.

ROAD TARRING

Heritage Walk Trivadrum visited our Club House on 28-07-2019. Shri. S N Raghuchandran  

Nair, Secretary enlightened them about the History of SAI Trivandrum Golf Course and 

Heritage Building. 
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Golf Simulator Room 

Golf Simulator  was Inaugurated by Shri. Jiji Thomson IAS (Retd.), President along with 
Shri. Sandeep Mehta ,Chief Engineer, CPWD on 02-12-2020 in the presence of Shri. SN 
Raghuchandran Nair, Secretary, Lt Col Vasant Kumar, Captain, Shri. Abdul Kalam, Project 
Manager, Continental Fairway and our Members. 
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Other activities in the Club Premises

Kalari

Shri. SN Raghuchandran Nair Secretary  lighted the lamp on 18-01-2021 in the presence of Lt Col 
Vasanth Kumar, Captain  and  Dr. S Mahesh Gurukkal, inaugurating the Kalari classes.

ZUMBA

Zumba Master Pavan George Maxim conducting classes.
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KARATTE
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Synthetic Putting Green
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The  Photos  of Up-gradation works

Drainage System works 

1st Fairway

8th Bunker 7th Fairway

1st Tee Box
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9th Fairway

1st Fairway

5th Fairway

2nd Fairway

-23-



-24-



Our Employees 
extending support 

for the   Up- 
gradation work.

2nd Fairway 
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Late. Murari, Asst. 
Engineer CPWD, 
Shri. Kamal and
workers during the 
Up Gradation 
works of 3rd And 
7th Green

Roller Machine 
on the 8th 
Fairway

3rd Green
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Ist Fairway 
near Putting 
Practice green

3rd and 7th 
Fairway

3rd Green
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TRIAL RUN
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Sprinkler 
System Pump 
Room

Shri. Ratheesh .S 
and Shri. Sajosh 
our Staff were 
trained as 
Computer 
Operators to 
operate the 
Sprinkler System. 

Sprinklers 
func�oning on 
the Fairways.
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THODIMANDAPAM
thConserva�on of the 1850’s THODI MANDAPAM  open Well on the 4  Fairway. 

Students from Schools visited the Club to see the Course and the Well
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Independence Day  Celebrations 

Pic. 1

Pic. 1

Pic. 2

Pic. 3

Pic. 2 Pic. 3
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Republic Day  Celebrations 

Pic. 1

Pic. 1

Pic. 2

Pic. 3

Pic. 2 Pic. 3-33-



Documentary on the History of Golf Club

Staff Welfare 
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19-08-2021

16-09-2019

Staff Onam Celebra�ons 
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VISIT OF DG SAI
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Shri. Amitabh Kant IAS (Retd.) in the 
Simulator Room.
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Distinguished Visitors 
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Change of Guard

Course Opening with Temporary Greens

Farewell to Shri. Jiji Thomson 
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ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION

Flood Light Golfing
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Audited Statements of Account 2019-20
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Audited Statements of Account 2020-21
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Audited Statements of Account 2021-22
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Captain’s Report

Dear Golfers, 
 
1. It is a great privilege and honour for me to present my report of SAI 
Trivandrum Golf Club for the Golfing calendar year 2019-2020.  
 
2. During the last golfing year we had conducted all the scheduled 19 
tournaments where as this year the unexpected Covid pandemic led to many 
restrictions which have forced us to cancel five of the scheduled tournaments. 
Cancelled tournaments were Governors Cup, Army Cup, Dr Prasannan Memorial 
Cup, G Bhaskaran Nair Memorial Cup and Presidents Cup. Like last year we had 
an average participation of 20 golfers for the in house tournaments this year. 
 
Major Sponsored Tournaments 
 
3. Petronet LNG Cup.  We have succeeded in conducting this tournament in 
a grand manner on 18 Jan 2020.  Due to unforeseen circumstances this cup was 
not held during the previous year.  Possibility of reviving this tournament was 
passed on to me by golfer Mr. Subramonian MR.  On contacting Mr. TN 
Neelakantan, Senior VP (Plant Head) Petronet LNG, he readily agreed to sponsor 
the tournament.  The tournament was held in a befitting manner with a 
participation of 65 golfers.  Dinner cum prize distribution was held at Hotel 
South Park with the participation of more than 60 golfers including ladies. I take 
this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to Mr. TN Neelakantan, chief 
guest, for his approval to conduct this tournament just before his retirement.  
The help and support extended by Mr. Hevin Varghese of Petronet deserves a 
special mention as it helped in conducting the tournament smoothly. Col RC 
Mohanan, winner of coveted Petronet LNG cup, received his trophy from the 
Chief Guest. 
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4. IOC Cup  For the first time in the history of our golf club we could organize 
this major event, Indian Oil Corporation Cup, with a participation of 63 golfers 
on 16 Feb 2020. I would like to thank our fellow golfer, Mr. G Sukesh for mooting 
the idea of this cup. Mr. VC Ashokan, CGM, IOC, Chennai wholeheartedly agreed 
to our suggestions and prizes recommended. Special thanks to Mr. Vipin Austin, 
GM, IOC, Thiruvananthapuram for being with us all throughout, to make this 
tournament a grand success.  I take this opportunity to convey our sincere 
thanks to IOC, Mr. CV Ashokan and Mr, Vipin Austin for sponsoring and helping 
to conduct this tournament.  The prize distribution and closing ceremony of the 
tournament followed by a gala dinner, attended by 71 gofers and ladies was held 
at Hotel South Park, Wg Cdr SR Nair won the IOC cup and received the prize from 
the chief guest Mr. VC Ashokan, CGM, IOC. 
 

5. Southern Air Command Cup This year the Southern Air Command cup 
was held on 29 Feb 2020 with the participation of 65 golfers. The dinner cum 
prize distribution held at the magnificent lawns of Sothern Air Command 
Officers Mess, the same evening, was attended by 69 golfers including the 
spouses.  The hospitality extend by C n C SAC Air Marshal Amit Tiwari AVSM, VM, 
Mrs. Poonam Tiwari and officers and ladies of the SAC to the golfers of our club 
and their spouses was beyond comparison. I take this opportunity to place on 
record our sincere gratitude to C n C SAC Air Marshal Amit Tiwari AVSM, VM and 
all Officers, Ladies and other staff, behind the curtain, who made it possible for 
this event to be a grand success.  We look forward to our brothers in arms for 
their continued support, like many previous years, for holding this tournament 
without any break in future too.  Mr. Alex P Antony who won the Southern Air 
Command Cup received the coveted trophy from its Commander in Chief Air 
Marshal Amit Tiwari AVSM, VM.   

Trivandrum Addicts Meet  
 
6. Addicts G olfing Society of Southern India’s Trivandrum Addicts Meet was 

held on 10 th, 11 th and 12 th January 2020. There was an increase  of seven golfers 

from the out station participants  of 18, compared to the previous year which 

was 11. I am happy to inform you all that out of the total 65 participants , a 

majority  of 46 were from SAI TGC.   
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Total conduct of the meet was par excellence, with the 11th January dinner being 
held at Hotel South Park.  Prize distribution, closing ceremony and lunch were 
held at our club on 12th January afternoon.  Our addicts’ performance during this 
meet deserves a standing ovation with 15 prizes (winners plus runner ups) being 
won out of 17 listed prizes.  I thank everyone who was involved in making this 
meet a super success. 
 

Covid 19 and Golfing 
7. Everything was going on so smoothly with excellent weather, more than 
adequate showers to keep the course green and enviable, tournaments were being 
held on schedule as per the calendar and the course was adequately filled with both 
morning and afternoon golfers.  Suddenly this pandemic, worst in the history of our 
mankind in general and our generation in particular, has descended heavily on us 
shattering the aspirations of every one in every field.  Golf was no exception.  The 
course closed down for the first time on 22 March 2020 and never opened for any 
activity till the current golfing calendar year got over.  Fear of uncertain future, 
imminent death, crippling economy, loss of job, quarantined life devoid of any 
entertainment and social engagement made us realize that worse is yet to come.   
One thing we were sure was that it was not going to be a permanent scenario.  We 
would have to get back to our golden days and that it would happen soon, I was 
sure.  
 
Caddies Sustenance Fund 
8. Our caddies were the worst affected during this pandemic period neither 
having a steady income nor an opportunity to work anywhere. 111 golfers with 
handicap had agreed to contribute to one month’s sustenance allowance based on 
the caddies attendance and contributed Rs. 63960 to this effect.  Since the lock 
down got extended, another month’s sustenance allowance was paid from the fund 
available with the erstwhile Trivandrum Golf club.  In addition to this, a final one 
time allowance was also given to the affected caddies making it a total of two and 
a half months sustenance allowance.  Total golfers contribution was Rs. 73125 and 
TGC Rs. 77480.  Though this was not a major assistance, it did help our caddies to 
tide over the difficult times.  I thank our dear golfers, President, Secretary and 
Treasurer of TGC Mr. B Ramdas, Mr. SN Raghuchandran Nair and Mr. K Thomas 
Jacob respectively for their timely support.  
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Golfing Out    
9. Golfing out of our only lady temporary member Mrs. Neeta Gilganchi was 
held on 8 Feb 2020 with high tea and presentation of a memento.  She was getting 
back to Bangalore permanently.  We wish her all the best for her golfing days at 
Bangalore.  

Hole in One 
10. Compared to seven in the previous year, the current year witnessed only two 
hole in ones, by Col Jaya Kumar (14 Jan 2020/5th hole) and Col RC Mohanan (09 Mar 
2020/4th hole) 
   
Course Upgradation 
11. There is no worthwhile progress on this front except for the fact that a few 
meetings were held to speed up the process of tendering.  No tender was placed so 
far which, I am sure, will materialize soon.  Our dream of having a world class golf 
course in SAI TGC will hopefully become a reality soon. 
 
Obituary 
12. Eight of our dear golfers left us for the heavenly abode.  These were Shri. 
George Varghese, Mr. Chitambaram P, Mr. Dileep Mohan, Capt 
Harinarayanakumaran Nair, Mr. Prasad C Nainan, Mr. Rajeevan VR (IPS), Mr Chacko 
Varghese, and Mr. Jacob Koshy Madhavana . We will definitely miss them.  We pray 
that their souls rest in peace. 
 
Retirement  
13. Our ground maintenance staff Gopi B retired from service on 31 Oct 2019 
after attaining the age of retirement. We wish him all the very best in his retired 
life. 
 
Acknowledgement 
14. I wish to acknowledge the valuable contributions of the following golfers and 
our staff for their unstinted support during the reporting year.  Their magnanimity 
and positive attitude made my task easy.  These are: 
 

· Brig Suresh Nair V, SM, VSM* for taking care of the tournament and other 
course related activities during my one month’s absence in Jun/Jul 2019. 
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· Mr. Alex P Antony for printing a beautiful golfing calendar for the club 
absolutely free of charge. 

 

· Mr. Jyaraj P for supplying gloves and masks, free of charge, for the caddies. 
 

· Mr. Gopi Mohan Nair for providing free hand sanitizers for the use of caddies 
and players. 

 

· Mr. Subramonian MR for installing a hand sanitizer with dispenser free of 
cost for the club. 

 

· Mr. Binu Kumar P, caddy master, and his team of ground staff for 
maintaining the fairways and greens in a befitting manner throughout the 
year. 

 

· Mr. Sudheesh Koshy and all office staff for their support in all official matters. 
 
Conclusion 
 
15. I would like to place on record my sincere gratitude to all the office bearers 
of SAI TGC and TGC for their wholehearted support in accomplishing my duties.  I 
have no doubt that the existing difficult phase will tide over and we will get back to 
the pre Covid days of golfing in an upgraded world class golf course. I wish each and 
every golfer and their dear ones a safe and healthy time during this difficult period 
and I am of the firm opinion that we all will prevail.  Wishing you all the very best. 
 
 
 
Lt Col Vasant Kumar (Veteran) 
Captain 21st October 2020
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